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A.B.A.T.E. of MN FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS


          OFFICERS PRESENT  

President: Gary Goracke

Vice President:  Jeff Beattie

Secretary:  Jodi Ohlrogge    

Treasurer:  Roxanne Hedine 

State Representative:  Mike Jeppesen

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment for Veterans

Master Sgt. Arms:  Bob Timm

SECRETARY MINUTES (copies passed out and motions read) ~ Additions/Corrections to Minutes: none
Motion to Accept Secretary Minutes as read:   Murf           2nd    Steve                            Motion Carried  

TREASURER MINUTES:  Cash Balance $          Petty Cash$  

 Motion to Accept Treasurer Minutes as read:  Mary       2nd:    Steve                               Motion Carried
STATE REPORT:

1. Call your legislative representative on HR904 (check points) and H239 (keeping ABATE money out of Highway Safety Budget. 

2. U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar has introduced language that would exempt youth off-highway vehicles (OHVs) from the lead law that effectively bans the machines at the end of the year.
3. Algona – need gate workers!  Call Jeppe if you’re going and are willing to sit at the gate for a period of time. 
VICE PRESIDENT REPORT: 

1.  Rally Patches: if you didn’t receive yours, please see Jeff.

2. ABATE: Please remember ABATE is our main cause and primary mission.  Limit “good causes” donations. 

3. RESPECT your fellow members! 

4. Check your tires!

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Relations/Historian (Howie/Santa):  Thanks to all who showed up for the Wash Out and Ditch Cleaning!  Thanks to all that participated in sending our Soldier (Ryan Harris) off!  Re: Memorial Day Ride..be @ Broadway and 9th at 9:30 a.m.

Education & Training (Bob Jespersen): Alexandria Tech is having rider courses.  Anyone interested in taking over the Education and Training, Bob would appreciate it.  Contact Ray Offutt re:  Advanced Rider Course.

Gambling (Ray Stach):  1) Stimulus Raffle winners were announced (all 1000 tickets sold) …2) 60 ABATE U tickets were sold and kick back funds are to be announced …3) Ray has rally tickets- see him to get yours. 

Legislative Chair (Mary Wessel):  1) Biker inside the Beltway (National level of our Day@the Capitol) was a success …2) MRF holding hearings and have called 40 witness~Senator Bob Letourneau testified and made a big impact; be sure to thank him …3) A bill passed allowing “Start Seeing Motorcycles” to be printed on license plates …4) Write Senator LaHood (visit the ABATE website regarding checkpoints to follow)

Dial-a-Ride (John Nelson):  1) Thanks to those that helped get the napkins out …2) There will be a simulator at the Saints games …3) ads will be placed in the Thunder Wheels Magazine …4) There will be ads on the local radio stations as a free public service announcement

Buddy Bears (LeAnne Chisholm/Mary Wessel):  1) Sauk Centre Ambulance go through a lot of stuffed animals and would love some Buddy Bears ~ anyone wanting to go on a delivery ride, their meetings are @6:30 p.m. the second Tuesday of the Month. 

Membership & Retention (Murf):  1) Thanks to FFR Road Guard on the Habitat for Humanity ride today …2) New memberships on the rise; don’t be shy! …3) post cards are printed and gone out.

Chapter Products (Sherri Miller):  some products still available…looking into doing some embroidery also…call if u need/want a FFR product! 

Website:  (Glenn Cox): 1) bike show pics are up (lots of them) …2) there is still space available for business ads …3) meeting sites are up through November. 

Ride Captain (Sgt/Arms – Bob Timm):  Again, thanks for road guarding today for the Habitat ride and great job of planning Murf!

Chapter Fund Raisers: (Murf, Doc, Donna Ogaard, Kris Dronen, Bob Timm) ~  The Bike Show Committee had their first meeting and were hashing out the good and bad of this year’s show.  They are adding a sport bike class next year so that crotch rockets are included.  

OLD BUSINESS

1.  Wash Out & Ditch Clean:  hat’s off to those who actually road their bikes!  Thanks to everyone who participated. 

2. Algona:  Workers still needed!  See Mickey, Gack or Jeppe. 

3. Bike Show (donation to PAC):  Wait until next month profit statement and make a decision on what percentage to give PAC (keeping in mind that it cannot be more than 10% of the gross)

4. Keep in mind for next month setting aside a cap on donations during a year time. 

5. BOB AND KELLY HARRIS EXPRESS THEIR DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO ESCORTED THEIR SON TO SAUK CENTRE FOR DEPLOYMENT!  They know it meant a lot to Ryan as well and how “cool” he looked to have that many bikes show up with him!  ( 

NEW BUSINESS

1.  FFR presented $200.00 check to Wounded Warriors!  Laurie Determan was there to accept. 

2. 5th Anniversary Party for July meeting: Big John and Mike Miller are the committee for planning. 

3. Camping after meetings:  On the Corner, Clitherall, always welcomes us to camp out!  Also, Denim & Diamonds, Hewitt, also welcomes us to camp out in their back lot following our August meeting.

4. June Meeting:  will be at the “Hall” instead of the Sportsman building. 

5. Anyone with ideas for Fallen Members Flag, contact Big John. 

6. Our numbers have increased at meetings and we need to keep space in mind when we decide where to have them.  We need a place that holds 75 – 80…so please keep that in mind. 

Motion to Adjourn:  Howie               2nd:   Ernie                             Motion Carried 

NEXT MEETING:     

· Date:    June25, 2011



· Place:   Leaf Valley Hall (right across from the Merc)

· Time:  6:00 p.m.

Minutes taken and submitted by:  Joni Schmitt, Secretary

                      Subject to approval

****Please keep Murf in our thoughts and prayers as he heals following the “deer incident” ****

Date of Meeting:   May 28, 2011 


Location:  VFW


Meeting Called to Order:    6:00 p.m.








Members Present:   


Guests Present:   


New Members:  4
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