A.B.A.T.E. of MN FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS


          OFFICERS PRESENT  

President: Mike “Jeppe” Jeppesen

Vice President:  Gary Goracke

Secretary:  Joni Schmitt    

Treasurer:  Roxanne Hedine 

State Representative:  Ray Stach

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment for Veterans

Master Sgt. Arms:  Jeff Beattie

Stan Johnson and Josh Conklin were here to do a presentation on Dough 4 Joe.  This is a charitable donation with the proceeds going to families in need; primarily families that are affected by cancer.  Last year they were able to help 10 families.  A $250.00 donation will get your logo on their tshirts.  The run is July 23, 2011 out of Elizabeth, MN.  It is a free will donation run.  It is NOT organized because they have had trouble with law enforcement for stopping traffic…so go out in groups on your own and follow traffic laws.  

NOMINATIONS:

*Sgt @ Arms:  Bob Timm – Dean Olson – Robert Hedine – Mary Wessel – Brian Johnson – Bob Harris – Ritchie Theusch  

*Chapter Rep: Mike Jeppesen – Mary Wessel (nominated tonight)

*Secretary:  Kris Dronen – Donna Olson – Jodi Ohlrogge 

*Treasurer:  Roxanne Hedine

*Vice President:  Jeff Beattie – John Nelson (nominated tonight)  

*President:  Gary Goracke 

Mary made a motion that nominations cease.  Bob 2nd.  Motion Carried 

President Jeppe appointed Ed, Ernie and Steve as ballot count with Ed as chair.

SECRETARY MINUTES (copies passed out and motions read) ~ Additions/Corrections to Minutes: none
Motion to Accept Secretary Minutes as read: Jodi
 2nd   LeAnne                             Motion Carried  

TREASURER MINUTES:  Cash Balance $          Petty Cash$  

 Motion to Accept Treasurer Minutes as read: LeAnne        2nd:     Dean                       Motion Carried

STATE REPORT:  WRITE YOUR LEGISLATORS WAS A COMMON COMMENT THROUGHOUT HIS PRESENTATION

1.  Howie is requested to get some FFR chapter history to ABATE U. 

2. Share the Road classes – 100% more instructors and students than before 

3. Basic Rider Courses have dropped in numbers.  Training is our own best defense – think about taking the advanced class and see how much more you learn!

4. Ray would like to take this time to thank everyone for a great 2 years. 

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT: 

1.  Heart O’Lakes – thanks for the support – we donated our last 4 bottles of FFR wine to their cause. 

2. State Rally – a) still need sponsors @ $250.00 level…should you find 2 of them, you will receive a free ticket to the rally.  b) FFR are signed up to do the Memorial Ride and Security (8-12 on Sunday morning)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Relations/Historian (Howie/Santa):  Santa lost his money clip while doing a Santa and his elves bit in Cancun…he is taking donations!  (
Education & Training (Bob Jespersen):  May is Biker Awareness Month.  

Mary made a motion that we do the Wash Out and Ditch Clean, at Miltona Outpost, on Saturday, May 14.  Don objects –that’s opening fishing.  Bob T. 2nd.  Motion carried with one opposed. 

Gambling (Ray Stach): 

1.  $100.00 tickets:  ½ still out – there may be few left to get so if you are out of tickets and have people who want to buy them, see Ray to get them on a list.

2. Stimulus Raffle – out of 1000 tickets there are only a handful turned in.  ALL of them MUST be turned into Ray’s hands on the day of the Bike Show!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Legislative Chair (Ray Stach/Mike Jeppesen):   WRITE YOUR LEGISLATURE!!!

Dial-a-Ride (John Nelson):  napkins are coming….DaR should be ready to rock by the end of April unless the weather improves…DaR is working with some locals for rides should the weather be crappy for our Bike Show.

Buddy Bears (LeAnne Chisholm/Mary Wessel):  Someplace Safe is going to have a Vintage Tea and wanted 8 to participate…we will look at that for next year. 

Membership & Retention:  (Murf):  Currently there are 240 FFR members –   we have 6 new members signed up and at this meeting – WELCOME!!!!

Chapter Products:  (Patty Froemming & Beth Engstrom):  

1.  Staff Shirts for the Bike Show are $12.00 – please see about getting one.  There will be a booth with chapter products. 

2.  Mike M. made a motion to set aside a $500.00 budget for products on hand in order that we can have them on display and sell them.  Ray seconded that motion.  Motion Carried.  

Website:  (Glenn Cox):  Again, if you win a category at the bike show – please get your picture with your bike and trophy to Glenn so it can get on the site.  We have 3 local businesses advertising on the FFR site…if you know of anyone, the ads are only $20.00 for the year. 

Ride Captain (Sgt/Arms – Jeff Beattie):  CHECK YOUR TIRES!

Chapter Fund Raisers: (Murf, Doc, Donna Ogaard, Kris Dronen, Bob Timm) 

BIKE SHOW & STIMULUS RAFFLE:  

a)  Currently on budget  

b)  Help needed – sign up – 

c)  Buy a staff shirt – $12.00

d)  Register your bike online so they have a count – 

e)  If the weather is crappy and you want to trailer your bikes… call John N or Mike M.  

f)  Monday, April 4th, radio ads come out – 

g)  Check out the banner down by the Runestone Museum – it’s nice.

OLD BUSINESS

Memorial Day Ride – Habitat for Humanity is having the ride start at APOLS Harley Davidson and end at the VFW.

ABATE U – We have a hospitality room and an apple pie contest (get ur brew going)

NEW BUSINESS

Active Member Patches were handed out

Dough 4 Joe:  Mary made a motion that we donate $250.00 to Dough 4 Joe and have our FFR logo put on their tshirts.  Jeppe added, “if they join FFR”   (which they did).  2nd: Kris   -- Motion Carried. 

Election Results were read ~ Congratulations to our new leaders as listed below: 

Sgt @ Arms:  Master Sgt. Bob Timm – Robert Hedine – Dean Olson – Brian Johnson – Bob Harris – Ritchie Theusch

Chapter Rep: Mike Jeppesen 

Secretary:  Jodi Ohlrogge 

Treasurer:  Roxanne Hedine 

Vice President:  Jeff Beattie 

President:  Gary Goracke                         

Motion to Adjourn:    Bob            2nd:       Mary                         Motion Carried 

NEXT MEETING:     

· Date:   April 30, 2011



· Place:  I sit here with a blank look on my face and I say, “Huh, I don’t think it was brought up or I’m an idiot and I missed it”.  I will have to call around, get a decision and post it on the website.  

· Time:  6:00 

Minutes taken and submitted by:  Joni Schmitt, Secretary
Subject to approval  -  I’d like to thank everyone for their support during my run as secretary – I didn’t accept nomination to run because we will be readying our house for sale, building on our land and moving.  
Date of Meeting:  March 26, 2011  


Location: Fimons on Hwy 29


Meeting Called to Order:  6:05 p.m.  








Members Present:  47 


Guests Present:   4
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