A.B.A.T.E. of MN FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS


          OFFICERS PRESENT  

President: Mike “Jeppe” Jeppesen

Vice President:  Gary Goracke

Secretary:  Joni Schmitt    

Treasurer:  Roxanne Hedine 

State Representative:  Ray Stach

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment for Veterans

Master Sgt. Arms:  Jeff Beattie

SECRETARY MINUTES (copies passed out and motions read) ~ Additions/Corrections to Minutes: none
Motion to Accept Secretary Minutes as read:  Mickey            2nd   Dean                             Motion Carried  

TREASURER MINUTES:  Cash Balance $5317.90         Petty Cash $9.12

 Motion to Accept Treasurer Minutes as read: Mickey           2nd:    Ernie                            Motion Carried

STATE REPORT:

· Fall Membership Drive:  60 new members signed up throughout the State- River Riders had 18 of those and received the plaque.  Six members took pages from the membership roster and will call those on the list and see if they can convince them to sign up again. 

· Report on MRF ~ Heartland Steam Midwest Regional ~ Meeting of the Minds

…sponsorship forms for Heartland Steam can be located at: steam@ABATEMN.org
· State Rally:  The chapter flags took a beating in 2010.  ABATE is wondering if the chapters are willing to pay for ½ the cost on new ones.  It is unclear to the cost at this time…more to come.

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT: 

· State Rally:  Advanced tickets can be purchased online for $25.00 before April 10th, 2011.

We will not be doing Waste Warriors this year.  There are others areas to help with that need to be considered…Memorial Ride, Wed. set up, Mon. clean up, First Aide or front gate.  We will discuss this at the February meeting again for input. 

· ABATE U:  Please consider coming Friday and Saturday nights – there is much fun to be had both nights.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Relations/Historian (Howie/Santa):  No Report
Education & Training (Bob Jespersen):  No Report

Gambling (Ray Stach):  Ray has the ABATE U raffle tickets along…please see him and sign out your tickets or, if you have sold some and need more, turn in your money and sign out more.  Balance in the gambling fund is $956.22.  Also, Stimulus Raffle tickets are in…see Ray to sign those out as well. 

Legislative Chair (Ray Stach/Mike Jeppesen):   There are 3 more seats left on the bus going to Biker Day at the Capitol…it will be first come first serve on the morning of departure for those seats.

Dial-a-Ride (John Nelson): No Report

Buddy Bears (LeAnne Chisholm/Mary Wessel):  There are 24 bears left.  We will not be ordering more in 2011.  If you know of any place that needs bears, please contact LeAnne or Mary).

Membership & Retention:  (Murf): CALL – CALL – CALL those on the list that have not signed up!  There are also 3 year memberships available.   

Chapter Products:  (Patty Froemming & Beth Engstrom):  FFR rockers are here – Gary has them and will give them to Ed to give to Patty.

Website:  (Glenn Cox): Holiday pictures with Santa are on the site.  If you paid your $5.00 and want a copy, contact Glenn and he will see that you get a high quality disc.  Bike registration forms can also be found on our website. 

Ride Captain (Sgt/Arms – Jeff Beattie):  No riding.  (
Chapter Fund Raisers: (Murf, Doc, Donna Ogaard, Kris Dronen, Bob Timm):  Posters are in – please pick some up from Bob and distribute.  Along with the poster, maybe tack up some of the business cards with them. 

MRF/FFR Chapter (Mickey):  Heartland Steam needs volunteers…and members.  ABATE is looking for our own piece of land for State Rally…we have a 2 year contract left in Litchfield.   Mickey has some yard signs that he designed that read…”Look Twice for Motorcycles”…they are $15.00 each…perfect for business or home yards.  Ernie made a motion that Freedom First Riders purchase 10 signs ($150.00) ~ the signs will be donated to the businesses that offer space for FFR to have their meetings in.    The motion was seconded by Carol.  Motion Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS

Don made a motion to wave the reading of Officer Job Descriptions and to open nominations.  The motion was seconded by Mary. Motion Carried.  Jeppe has the job descriptions if anyone wants to read them. 

Nominations for: 

Sgt Arms…Bob Timm ~ Mary Wessel ~ Dean Olson

Treasurer… Roxanne Hedine

Secretary…Kris Dronen ~ Donna Olson 

State Rep…Mary Wessel ~ Mike Jeppesen

Vice President…Jeff Beattie

President…Gary Goracke

Don made a motion that nominations cease.  Donna seconded that motion.  Motion Carried. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

· Biker Day @ the Capitol ~ Feb 2, 2011

· Leaf Valley Sportsman ~ Feb 5, 2011

· Lake Chapter 22nd Annual Grounded Hogs Party @ American Legion, Buffalo, MN ~ Feb 5, 2011

· Blizzard Bash, Sedan, MN…Feb 26, 2011 (same night as our meeting at Leaf Valley) – FFR plans on getting a bus and heading their after our meeting.

· Heart of the Lakes…Mar 19, 2011 @ VFW in New York Mills

…Bonnie Salinas via Mary Wessel sends her heartfelt gratitude again for all the support from Freedom First Riders.  She is done with Chemo and is awaiting a CT Scan.  Our prayers go with her as she awaits the results of the scan. 

…Thanks to the Fimon’s for the use of their awesome building for our January meeting!

Motion to Adjourn: Keith               2nd:    Dean                            Motion Carried 

NEXT MEETING:     

· Date: Feb 26, 2011   



· Place:   Leaf Valley Merchantile ~~~ there is also a band playing that night.

· Time:  6:00 

Minutes taken and submitted by:  Joni Schmitt, Secretary
                      Subject to approval
Date of Meeting:   January 29, 2011 


Location:   Fimon’s Hi-Way 29	


Meeting Called to Order:  6:05 p.m.








Members Present:   37


Guests Present:   2


New Members:  
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