A.B.A.T.E. of MN FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS


          OFFICERS PRESENT  

President: Mike “Jeppe” Jeppesen

Vice President:  Gary Goracke
Secretary:  Joni Schmitt    
Treasurer:  Roxanne Hedine 

State Representative:  Ray Stach
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment for Veterans

Master Sgt. Arms:  Jeff Beattie

SECRETARY MINUTES (copies passed out and motions read) ~ Additions/Corrections to Minutes: none
Motion to Accept Secretary Minutes as read: Mary            2nd:   Cal                             Motion Carried  

TREASURER MINUTES:  Cash Balance $ 4104.16         Petty Cash$ 9.12 
 Motion to Accept Treasurer Minutes as read:  Donna       2nd:     Murf                       Motion Carried
STATE REPORT:
1. MRF…need more members and you can do it online…visit  mrf.org…be sure to click on “alerts”

2.  Write to Ride rockers…write your legislature…turn in your letter along with the response and collect your rocker!

3.  RE: First Class mailing of the Road Noise…Jeff made a motion to stop the procedure of First Class mailings of second Road Noises to our President and State Rep.  The motion was seconded by Joe.   The motion carried.  

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT: 
1.  MRF Membership is $30.00 (single).  Sign up at ABATE U or again, online, @mrf.org. 

2. Biker Day at the Capitol…Thanks to everyone who came.
3. State Rally patches…see Gary as he now has them.  Also, FFR has retired from Waste Warriors.  Jeff made a motion that FFR do the Memorial Ride this year.  The motion was seconded by Mary.  Motion Carried. 
…need sponsors for State Rally…the ads will be on the poster and in the Road Noise…the minimum is $250.00 …get two signed up for ads and get 2 tickets to the Rally.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Public Relations/Historian (Howie/Santa):  1) If you have pictures…get them to Howie.              2) Does anyone?  Howie  actually thought he might be replaceable and started to say it out loud – no one in the room is letting him off the hook…KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK AS PUBLIC RELATIONS AND HISTORIAN HOWIE CUZ WE LOVE YOU!!!!!!   3) State Rally ticket winners from Biker Day at the Capitol were:  Roxanne, Ray, Howie and Donna ~~ congratulations!   
Education & Training (Bob Jespersen):  Motorcycle safety training…see Bob as he has more information and would love to talk to you about it!  
Gambling (Ray Stach):  There is nothing new in the gambling sector.   See Ray if you need more $100.00 tickets (after you return the ones you sold already).  Also, Ray still has FFR Stimulus Raffle tickets.
Legislative Chair (Bob Timm):  Bob has Biker Day @ the Capitol pins for $3.00 each.  Pictures and a story are being put in the Echo Press from Biker Day.  

     *Edgar reported on road guarding legalities.  Brian Schluetter, OTC Sheriff, is drafting a letter to send out EVERYWHERE in support of legalizing road guarding.  Stay tuned for more on this. 
 Dial-a-Ride (John Nelson):  1) Need someone in the Sauk Centre/Long Prairie area…Thank you to Ray for your volunteering!       2)  Heartland Steam: D-A-R will be shuttling from the airport and will host a hospitality room.     3)  D-A-R  is working on a new website through ABATE.     4) St. Paul Saints will have safety simulator…more info as it is available. 
Buddy Bears (LeAnne Chisholm):  FFR received a thank you from the Garfield First Responders. 
Membership & Retention:  (Murf):  KEEP WORKING ON THE MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION LIST!!  Get out there and sign up new members.
Chapter Products:  (Patty Froemming & Beth Engstrom):  Patty has FFR patches.  She also is going to order “Staff” shirts for FFR Bike Show…please get your sizes to her…she will let you know the cost.
Website:  (Glenn Cox):   1)  Howie’s pictures will be on the site next week.     2) You can register for FFR Bike Show on our website…if you haven’t already done so, register your bike.     3) Please, if you win a trophy, have your picture taken (with your motorcycle) and get them into Glenn so that he can post them.
Ride Captain (Sgt/Arms – Jeff Beattie):  NOT YET.
Chapter Fund Raisers: (Murf, Doc, Donna Ogaard, Kris Dronen, Bob Timm) ~ FFR Bike Show
1.  Please register your bike online…you can’t pay online but the committee needs a count.

2. Artistic people needed to help with posters…please see Bob!
3. Copy machine availability for the day of the show (Thank You Jodi & Monte for volunteering yours)

4. Live and Silent Auction…items still needed (i.e. theme baskets, parts, paintings, etc) …drop off at Hedines.

5. Kris has a signup sheet for volunteering … PLEASE share your time!  

6. Securtiy – Sgt. at Arms will be revolving times… please see Jeff!

7. Please pick up and distribute posters and business cards.

8. Alexandria Hospitality and Hotel Association has donated  $700.00 banner that will be hung across Broadway advertising the FFR Bike Show.  We need 2 volunteers on March 21 to help put it up…please see Bob. 

OLD BUSINESS
Heartland Steam will be held at Cantebury Downs, March 25 – 27.  Registration $50.00
Ritchie made a motion that FFR pay the registration fee for 2 people to attend Heartland Steam.  The motion was seconded by Santa.  The motion carried.
Apple Pie Contest @ ABATE U is on! There is a transportation bus to and from ABATE U and the Bike Show.

Blizzard Night is March 18!  Calling all bikers to cheer on the Blizzard Hockey Team!  Your ticket includes food and beer or pop.  

Glacial Ridge Fund Raiser:  Tonight!  The bus will depart following the meeting.  Shirley made a motion that the Chapter pays the $300.00 for the bus ride.  The motion was seconded by Jill.   The motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS
Mary reports that sister Bonnie is been proclaimed cancer free and thanks everyone again for their support. YAY!!!!

NOMINATIONS OPEN: 

Sgt/Arms:  Bob Timm ~ Mary Wessel ~ Dean Olson ~ Robert Hedine ~ Brian Johnson ~                                  Bob Harris ~ Ritchie Theusch
Treasurer:  Roxane Hedine
Secretary:  Kris Dronen ~ Donna Olson ~ Jodi Ohlrogge
State Rep:  Mike Jeppesen ~ 

Vice President:  Jeff Beattie  ~ 

President:  Gary Goracke ~ 
Barb made a motion that nominations cease.  Kris seconded the motion.  Motion Carried
Motion to Adjourn: Mary               2nd:  Murf                              Motion Carried 

NEXT MEETING:     

· Date:  March 26, 2011 


· Place: Fimon’s Hi-Way 29 
· Time:  6:00    …………..POT LUCK
Minutes taken and submitted by:  Joni Schmitt, Secretary
Subject to approval
UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 13: Kruzin 4 Kidz Pancake Breakfast…10 a.m. @ Wadena Elks Lodge. 

March 19: Heart O Lakes Fund Raiser Pool and Dart Tournament @ New York Mills VFW

March 19: Way West Fund Raiser @ VFW in Madison, MN (5:00 p.m.) 

March 19: NE Chapter Fund Raiser @Lost Isle Bar in Carlton, MN (7:00 p.m.)

March 26: Rolling Prairie Chili Feed from 5:00 – 8:30 p.m. @ VFW in St. James, MN 

June 18:  2nd Annual Kruzin 4 Kids Classic Car and Motorcyle Show.
Date of Meeting:  February 26, 2011


Location: Leaf Valley Merc


Meeting Called to Order:   6:00 p.m. 








Members Present:   44


Guests Present:   2


New Members:  0
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